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        Press Release

KARL HOLMQVIST / OSCAR TUAZON 

SHAMAN / SHOWMAN

May 25th - July 27th, 2012

Following their first collaboration during the previous Venice Biennale, the gallery Chantal 
Crousel is pleased to invite Karl Holmqvist and Oscar Tuazon to build a common exhibition at 
La Douane.

Oscar Tuazon’s housing projects, precarious buildings or ruins, and minimalist sculptures are 
on the border between architecture and sculpture. These are composed of  salvaged materials 
(wood boards, metal bars) and building materials (concrete, steel, glass).

Born in Seattle, USA, in 1975, he lives and works in Paris.

Karl Holmqvist works mostly in situ. He recycles consumption and communication objects; 
his sculptures being often quotes from other artists’ works. Holmqvist’s texts are composed of  
lyrics, political slogans and excerpts from novels. Publications and readings are their medium in 
the same way that wall drawings and wall papers are.

Born in Vasteras, Sweden in 1964, he lives in Berlin and Stockholm.

SHAMAN
“To be enlightened” in Tungus, itself  derived from Sanskrit Shramana. Holder of  knowledge.

In Willin, 2008, Tuazon, in collaboration with his brother Eli Hansen, restores a fragment of  
makeshift hut, they had built during a stay in the snowy woods of  Kodiak Island in southern 
Alaska.

In his “litanies” Holmqvist spell casts the most extremely opposed notions, punctuates his 
readings with alliterations and assonances, repeating the words sometimes until their
meaning is evacuated and all that is left is the words’ sonority.

SHOWMAN
Artist who has the sense of  spectacle and contact with the audience.

Tuazon is as interested in the formlessness of  his structures as it is in their utility. For the 
Whitney Biennial, he realizes For Hire, 2012 modular sculpture, which the visitor is invited to 
penetrate and which is also temporarily used as the runway for a fashion show.

Holmqvist texts are often the result of  assemblages found texts, (quotes, song lyrics, political 
slogans) as the basis for his “spoken words”.


